
' i :.,-ej?,U'r.','l:.i' 1 .

*J-',.**
DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

wAsHlNGToN. O.C. 20301 An"""a

s- 34,467lDB-3

Background Paper for the Secretary of Defense

SUB.IECT: Iranian t4illtary Organlzatlon (U)

l. (U) PURP0SE: In preparation for the Shah's upcomlng visit to
the U.S., the Secretary of Defense has requested lnformation on the
Armed Forces of lran.

l)wh-? A

rt il6y r97,

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL
Authority: EO 13626
Chicf, Rccords ll Occlass Dtv, WHS
Date: APR2l2016

ffi

2. '($teromtr POINTS OF I.IAJOR INTEREST:

&f Ground Forces:

b Air Force:

The Imperial Iranlan Air Force, with a personnel strength of
approximately 110,000, is a modern, Jet-equipped, tactical force, which
has grown to become one of the largest in the Middle East. It can
probably defeat any other reglonal air force except that of Israel and
possible Turkey. Although the IIAF inventory contains some of the most
sophisticated equipment avallable, the lack of adequately trained
personnel in technical fields, and a poor logistics system, preclude
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The 280,000-man Imperlai Iranlan Ground Forces (IIGF) conslsts
of three armored divislons, three infantry dlvislons, one separate
infantry brlgade, one alrborne brlgade, one speclal forces brlgade and
an avlatlon command. The Imperlal Guard, whlch ls subordlnate to the
Supreme Commander's Staff rather than the IIGF, is composed of an
iniantrv-ilira oivisiJn ina-i"slpirate ceremonial Guarh ertgioe. tn . /
early 1977, an addltlonal armored dlvlslon and airborne br{gade were V
deactlvated due to budgetary constralnts. Even though lt has received
most of lts alrcraft (31 prop alrcraft and 700 hellcopters),the Army
Avlatlon Gommand (IIAA) is still ln the formatlve stages. The IIGF's
mllitary capablllties have improved conslderably durlng the past year
but remain handicapped by Iarge personnel turnover, erratlc loglstical
support, includlng dependency on forelgn suppliers for spare parts, and
a lack of trained malntenance personnel. Even with these problems,
however, the IIGF could stlll deter any ground attack fnom any of its
border countrles except the Soviet Unlon.
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optima'l use of that equlpment and Iimit overall IIAF capab'ilit'ies.
Wlthout substantial forelgn technlcal asslstance, the IIAF could probably
not sustaln full-scale operatlons for longer than a week. The aircraft
currently ln the lnventory lnclude 407 flghters/fighter-bombers,
primarily F-4s, F-Ss, and F-I4s, 87 transports, 40 hellcopters,
37 trainers/utillty, and 36 speclal purpose.

c. Wt Navy:

.The 32,000-man Imperlal Iranlan Navy ls the major naval force
in the Perslan Gulf. It ls capable of llmlted defense of the Iranlan
coastllne and has lncreased lts survelllance capabllltles through the
establlshment of patrols from the Stralts of Hormuz. lnto the Gulf of
0man. It has an amphlblous capablllty for beachlng and tank landlng
operations and does have a moderate repalr shlp capability. 0f lts
total lnventory of 82 ships, 3 are guiddmlsslle destroyers and 4 are
gulded mlssile frlgatds;. The IIN also operates the largest hovercraft
force ln the free world, yJlth fourteen ln its fleet.

3. t+fteF€RN)- EXPECTEO OEVEL0Pi'IENTS:

a. r81 IIGF:

Mobll{ty and firepower wlll increase wlth the addltlon of new
model Chleftaln tanks and the lntegration of IIAA alrcraft lnto combat
aviatlon unlts. Increaslng quantltles of TO[.J and Dragon Misslles wlll
lmprove anti-tank capabllltles. Actlvatlon of two addltlonal armored
divlslons and an alr-moblle dlvlslon ls posslble ln 1983.

b' IfiJ IIAF:

r force wi'll contlnue lts expanslon and modernization
least the next l0 years; as flghter alrcraft dellverles
shortfall of quallfted pllots wlll gradually catch up,
actlvatlon of addltlonal operatlonal fighter squadrons.

c. Isj IIN:

The navy will now enter lnto a decade where ship dellveries will
outstrlp the acquisition of trained crew members to such an extent that
prevlously qualified creurmen will have to be spread thinly throughout
the fleet, resulti
near and mid-term.

ng ln a tempora ry drop in f'leet readiness th

4. (u) RECOI'IMENDATI0N: None
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